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mies those who seem to you to be taking the wrong
side in the war.   It is not your business, it is not for-
any private person, to pass judgment on a question
of this kind.  It belongs to the magistrate (by magis-
trate I.mean the prince), who should decide with the
help of counsellors he believes to be wise and just.
Young gentlemen like you are apt to consider that
nothing brings them more honour than wholesale
slaughter.    That is quite wrong; for if you kill a
man against whom you have no lawful cause of war,
you kill one who, so far as you are concerned, is in-
nocent."   " Great praise is due," Languet continued,
after more  discourse   on  this subject,  "to  those
who bravely defend  their  country;  but they are
to be praised, not  for the  number  of men they
kill, but for the protection they give to their own
land.    Those are the wars in which true glory is
won ; but in our times they are most admired whose
mad ambition causes most bloodshed."    Here Lan-
guet was evidently thinking of Don John of Austria
and others, whom even foes applauded for their wild
love of fighting.    His reproof was reproof of all the
volunteer warfare in which men  like Gilbert  and
Raleigh often engaged.

Yet other sentences must be quoted from this ex-
cellent sermon in letter form. " I am much grieved,"
Languet wrote, " to hear you say that you are weary
of the life to which, I doubt not, God has called
you, and that you wish to flee from the glitter of
your Court and betake yourself to some secluded
place, where you may avoid the troubles that ham-
per and engross all who live within the circle of